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MAJOR ATR RAID SHELTERS PREPARED IN SIXTEEN BULGARIAN CITIES

Since 1951, Bulgaria has probably prepared tunnel-type air raid
shelters in sixteen cities. Most of these heavy shelters are appar-
ently intended for control purposes or for the protection of important
personnel. Some are German-built World War II shelters which have
been reconditioned and modernized; others reportedly are of new con-
struction,

Several sources have reported a large shelter in the center of
Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria., Construction started in 1951 and was
completed in 1958. According to one informant, the shelter and asso-
ciated tunnels cover an area of 14,000 square meters and have two
principal entrances--one in the basement of the Communist Party Head-
quarters, the other in the basement of the Ministry of Defense build-
ing. l/ Several smaller air raid shelters, also built in the capital,
allegedly have telephone connections with this central shelter. The
secondary shelters are to be used for administrative and military
offices. 2/

The Bulgarians have prepared several underground shelters in the
suburbs of Sofia which may serve as alternate quarters for the govern-
ment. These sheltexs;;are said to be equipped with telephones, radio
transmitting and rééeiving stations, and rooms for food storage. 3/

One very extensive shelter is located in the mountains at Boyana (42°
39'N/23° 16'E). 4/ Construction, started by the Germans in World War II
was resumed by the Bulgarians in 1946 and was still in progress in =
1952, 5/ Other such shelters are located at Papcharevo (42° 38'N/23°
24'E).. 6/ and Kremikovtsi (42° 47'N/23° 30'E). 7/ According to one
source, the shelter at Pancharevo is intended for use by the Bulgarian
government and contains a water supply, an independent power source,
and air conditioning. 8/ As described, the Kremikovtsi shelter con-
tains furnished apartments and has its own electric power supply, tele-
phones, ventilation, plumbing, and sewer system. 9/ A fourth emergency
underground government and military headquarters has been reported near
Zlatitsa (42° 43'N/24° 10'E). 10/

"

Tunnels, to be used as air raid shelters, exist in or near fifteen
other principal Bulgarian cities. The attached tabulation (see next
page), based primarily on reports from defectors, indicates the amount
of evidence for the existence of such shelters. The cities of Burgas,
Plovdiv, and Varna are most sfgmquently reported to have tunnel-type
shelters--by 13, 23, and 14 sources, respectively.

It may be concluded that Bulgaria, under Soviet direction, 11/ has
taken extensive precautions to insure the continuity of government
operations in case of air war. Because a number of tunnel-type shelters
--and heavy bunkers--have been reported from other Soviet Bloc countries,
the possibility s#ibuld not be overlooked that substantial shelter pro-
tection similar to Bulgaria's may be generally available for important
control centers in the USSR and in other igjgfifixropean Satellites.

25X1C
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REPORTED

City and
Coordinates

Assenovgrad
41059 'N/24952'E

Blagoevgrad
42°01'N/23°06'E

Burgas
42930 'N/27°930'E

Dimitrovgrad
42°03 'N/25°35'E

Gabrovo
42952 'N/25°19'E

Kazanluk
42937 'N/25°24'E

Khaskovo
41°55'N/25932'E

Lovech
43°08'N/24°43 'E

Petrich
41924 'N/23°13'E
Pleven
43925'N/24°36'E

Plovdiv
42°08'N/24°45'E

Ruse
43950 'N/25957 'E

13 May 1960

TUNNEL-TYPE SHELTERS IN FIFTEEN BULGARIAN CITIES

Shelter
Description

Tunnels--some
had blast walls
in front of
entrances

Tunnels--steel
doors

Major under- b
ground shel-
ters, probably
connected by
tunnel system

Tunnels and
other types

Tunnels

Tunnels

Tunnels--some
entrances have
iron doors

Large tunnel--
26 steel doors

Tunnels--3 en-
trances

Tunnels--could
hold 2,000 per-
sons

Network of tumn- =

nels in the 7
hills around
Plovdiv

Network of
tunnels

Dates Built or No. of
Refurbished Equipment Sources
Some possibly con- - 3

structed after 1950

RebuiltkSummer 1955

Probably recon-
structed 1952-55

Some constructed
prior to 1953.
Some completed in
1957

Renovated Spring
1954. New shelters
built 1954-55

Reconstructed and
modernized 1952-54

Some constructed
1948, some later

Repaired and re-
inforced 1954-55

Started in World
War II--continued
later

Reconstructed
1954-55

-€IA/RR-CB 60-27

SECRET

Power network 3

Running water, 13
ventilation,
and electric

power

Electric, 7
water, tele-
phone, bath-
room and

kitchen facili-
ties. Electric
generators to

be installed

Electricity, 7
benches

Ventilation 4
shaft, elec-
tricity

Electricity 6
and forced
ventilation

Electricity 4

Air ducts 7
throughout

the city for
these tunnels
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City and Shelter
Coordinates Description
Stara Zagora - Tunnels
42725'N/25%38'E

Turnovo Tunnels

43°04'N/25°40 '

Varna
43913 'N/27%55'E

13 May 1960

Tunnels and
bunkers

Dates Built or
Refurbished

Probably built
1950-53

Built Summer 1957

0ld shelters were
reconstructed.
New ones built
1956-57

€CIA/RR CB—60-27

SECRET

No, of
Equipment Sourcgg
- 5
Air supply 3

system, elec-
tricity, water

Transformers, 14
fans, drain-

age system,
appliances for

. "preventing

moisture"
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Analyst:

Coord:

Sources:

25X1A
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6 June 1960

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Publications Staff, ORR

FROM : Chief, - 25X1A

SUBJECT : CIA/RR CB 60-27, Major Air Raid Shelters %?e)aga%ed
in Sixteen Bulgarian Citles - Release of.
information

REFERENCE : Memo dated 25 May 1960, from C/StP/RR

25X1X

This office has no objection to the inclusion of -1nforma.tion
as presented In sttachment to reference. It is understood that
reference to CIA sources will be deleted before the report is
torvarded | 25X1A

Coples 45 and 46 of CB 60-27 are returned herewith.

Attachments:
A/S
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25 May 1960
MEMORANDUM FOR:
25X1A
ATTENTION H
FROM :  Chief, Publications Staff, 2ORR 25X1A

SUBJECT : Release of Informatio
25X1A

1. Itis requested that information from the following sources
in CIA/RR CB 60-27, Major Air Raid Shelters Prepared in Sixteen
Bulgarian Cities, 13 May 1960, SECRET/NOFORN/CONTINUED 25X1C
CONTROL, be examined to determine whether or not there is any

ii'iiﬁi n to the release of this information_

25X1C

25X1A

Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : Cm1T01003A000900270001-2
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SEGRET

25X1C

25X1C Z, If this information is approved for releuae_
m these sources will be deleted from the

ography before the report is forwarded to the foreign recipients.

25X1A

Attachments:
Coples 45 & 46 of CB 60-27

St/P/C:nb Distribution: O & 1 - Addressee
1 - 5t/P/C
1 - Chrono
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TO: Chief, Dissemination Branch, Support Staff, OCI
FROM: Chief, Current Support Staff, ORR
Breil

SUBJECT: Distribution of Current Support Mmxmxzaxsmx No. 60-27

MAJOR AIR RAID SHELTERS PREPARED IN BIXTEEN
ITIES 13 May 1960
e (Date)

: Brief
Please distribute the attached Current Support XENEXKXNNE No. 60-27
as follows:

Copy No. Recipient Copy No. Recipient
1 -sDD/I )
2- 3 - WNIC )  25X1A
4-11 - OCT Internal ) D-I-S-T-R-1-B-U-T-E-D B-Y 0-C-I
12-18 - NZA&,
19-2 - §t/CS/0RR
i 26 - AD/ORR f 74 - Ch/D/S/ORR
, R XX XX XBABXERN ;76 75 - S/TD/ORR
| 28 - Ch/E70RR , f///é ~ 76 - S/TF/ORR
| 29-46 - St/PB/C/oRR C 77 - S/TF-SP/ORR
47 - St/PR/ORR (via S/TF/ORR)
48 - Ch/D/A70RR YDQ_J-A 78 - S/TR/ORR -
49-50 - A/U/ORR™ ll(; 79 - S/COM70RR
51 -~ A/F/ORR Vi / 80 - S/CST/ORR
52 - A/E/ORR A _ (9™ 81-82 - D/GG/ORE 25X1A
53 - A/PC/ORR /s 83 - D/GG/N/ORR
54 - Ch/D/M/ORR 20 _ 1
55 - M/AG/ORR - Dem 212, Bldg. 1
56 - M/CH/ORR c° 84-88 - Ch/St/I/ORR
57 - M/FM/ORR / ( Lo S5 89 - St?I?Rég%%
58 - M/NF/ORR ) 0-91 - St/1/P
50-81 <~ M/FP/ORR é’} P‘7’%‘/ Aé/,fzg 92 - EIC/S/ORR 25X1A
62-63 - Ch/D/T/ORR YA¥ Y 93 - CCS/PIC
64-&% - I/GM/ORR 85 -"T/D AtEn. q
. 68 - I/ME/ORR 66 - T/I 514 Steuart Bldg.
69 - I/MS/ORR 87 - T/C 25X1A 94 - EE/ONE
70 - I/PE/ORR 95 - NED/OSI
71 - O 96 - IPS/CSS/0SI
3N, 1 /ASA /ORR OS5I
72 - /ABA/ e M XXX XXX AIEE 25X1A
73 - 1/EE/ORR 10/ — A 98 - 0ISD
/0 _
Additional Distribution: 25X1A 2709 L Bldg.

97, 99 - OCR Documents Division Desk 27 - m -
3& - c (p.x0) ‘ T (Analyst/Branch)

Sk " [t ok [T STS g T

25X1A  Distributed: U o . 25X1A

, (Date)
4% < sfesT
Approved ForRe —CIA-RDP79T010
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13 May 1980
(Date)
TO: Chief, Dissemination Branch, Support Staff, OCI
FROM: Chief, Current Support Staff, ORB ., ¢

SUBJECT: Distribution of Current Support‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁf!ﬁﬁﬁm No. 860-37

MAJOR AIR RAID SHELTERS PREPARED IN SIXTEEN _
BULGARIAN CITIES 13 ¥ay 1960

(Title) : Breif (Date)

Ploase distribute the attached Current Support™HERSFAREUm No. 60-27
as follows:

Copy No. | Recipient

1 DD/1 25X 1A
2-3  NIC

4 AD/0CT via ||

5 CA/SSB/0OCI

6 PRES/0CI

7 CS/ECON/0CT

8 NSAL |

o INDICO/0CI

10 /ocI

11 . /0CI
12-18 Director NSA

Washington 25, D, C 25X1A

~:;; 19-25 ‘;59 St/CS/ORR

26- Chief, St/I/D/ORR
1338 M Building

25X1A

25X1A

Distributed: (Initials)

(Date)
ApprovNOOOIOSHZ CIA- RDSWR10?3A000900270001 -2
RR/St/CS 11/4555(29 July 59)
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ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET e
SUBJECT: (Optional) —
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CS® Nc. 60-27 Date /3 /o7 2

STATINTL

/- 4¢ Ret'd to CSS
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